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Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2021 as ‘‘National Na-
tive Plant Month’’; and

(2) recognizes the benefits of native plants
to the environment and economy of the
United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 110—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 5, 2021, AS “GOLD
STAR WIVES DAY”

Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 110

Whereas the Senate honors the sacrifices
made by the spouses and families of the fall-
en members of the Armed Forces of the
United States;

Whereas Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.
represents the spouses and families of the
members and veterans of the Armed Forces
of the United States who have died on active
duty or as a result of a service-connected dis-
ability;

Whereas the primary mission of Gold Star
Wives of America, Inc. is to provide services,
support, and friendship to the spouses of the
fallen members and veterans of the Armed
Forces of the United States;

Whereas, in 1945, Gold Star Wives of Amer-
ica, Inc. was organized with the help of Elea-
nor Roosevelt to assist the families left be-
hind by the fallen members and veterans of
the Armed Forces of the United States;

Whereas the first meeting of Gold Star
Wives of America, Inc. was held on April 5,
1945;

Whereas April 5, 2021, marks the 76th anni-
versary of the first meeting of Gold Star
Wives of America, Inc.;

Whereas the members and veterans of the
Armed Forces of the United States bear the
burden of protecting the freedom of the peo-
ple of the United States; and

Whereas the sacrifices of the families of
the fallen members and veterans of the
Armed Forces of the United States should
never be forgotten: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 5, 2021, as ‘‘Gold Star
Wives Day’’;

(2) honors and recognizes—

(A) the contributions of the members of
Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.; and

(B) the dedication of the members of Gold
Star Wives of America, Inc. to the members
and veterans of the Armed Forces of the
United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Gold Star Wives Day to
promote awareness of—

(A) the contributions and dedication of the
members of Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.
to the members and veterans of the Armed
Forces of the United States; and

(B) the important role that Gold Star
Wives of America, Inc. plays in the lives of
the spouses and families of the fallen mem-
bers and veterans of the Armed Forces of the
United States.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 111—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 29, 2021, AS
“VIETNAM VETERANS DAY”

Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 111

Whereas the Vietnam War was fought in
the Republic of Vietnam from 1955 to 1975
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and involved regular forces from the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam and Viet Cong
guerrilla forces in armed conflict with the
Armed Forces of the United States, the
armed forces of allies of the United States,
and the armed forces of the Republic of Viet-
nam;

Whereas the Armed Forces of the United
States became involved in Vietnam because
the United States Government wanted to
provide direct support by the Armed Forces
to the Government of the Republic of Viet-
nam to defend against the growing threat of
Communism from the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam;

Whereas members of the Armed Forces of
the United States began serving in an advi-
sory role to the Government of South Viet-
nam in 1955;

Whereas, as a result of the incidents in the
Gulf of Tonkin on August 2 and 4, 1964, Con-
gress approved the Gulf of Tonkin Resolu-
tion (Public Law 88-408) by an overwhelming
majority on August 7, 1964, which provided to
the President of the United States the au-
thority to use armed force to assist the Re-
public of Vietnam in the defense of its free-
dom against the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam;

Whereas, in 1965, ground combat units of
the Armed Forces of the United States ar-
rived in the Republic of Vietnam to join ap-
proximately 23,000 personnel of the Armed
Forces who were already present there;

Whereas, by September 1965, between
150,000 and 190,000 troops of the Armed Forces
of the United States were in Vietnam, and by
1969, the number of such troops reached a
peak of approximately 549,500, including
members of the Armed Forces who were sup-
porting the combat operations from Thai-
land, Cambodia, Laos, and aboard Navy ves-
sels;

Whereas, on January 27, 1973, the Agree-
ment on Ending the War and Restoring
Peace in Viet-Nam (commonly known as the
‘“‘Paris Peace Accords’) was signed, which re-
quired the release of all prisoners of war of
the United States held in North Vietnam and
the withdrawal of all Armed Forces of the
United States from South Vietnam;

Whereas, on March 29, 1973, the Armed
Forces of the United States completed the
withdrawal of combat units and combat sup-
port units from South Vietnam;

Whereas, on April 30, 1975, North Viet-
namese regular forces captured Saigon, the
capital of South Vietnam, effectively placing
South Vietnam under Communist control;

Whereas more than 58,000 members of the
Armed Forces of the United States lost their
lives in the Vietnam War, and more than
300,000 members of the Armed Forces of the
United States were wounded in Vietnam;

Whereas, in 1982, the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in the District of Columbia was
dedicated to commemorate the members of
the Armed Forces of the United States who
died or were declared missing in action in
Vietnam;

Whereas the Vietnam War was an ex-
tremely divisive issue among the people of
the United States and a conflict that caused
a generation of veterans to wait too long for
the public of the United States to acknowl-
edge and honor the efforts and services of
those veterans;

Whereas members of the Armed Forces
who served bravely and faithfully for the
United States during the Vietnam War were
often wrongly criticized for the decisions of
policymakers that were beyond the control
of those members; and

Whereas designating March 29, 2021, as
‘“Vietnam Veterans Day’’ would be an appro-
priate way to honor the members of the
Armed Forces of the United States who
served in South Vietnam and throughout
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Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 29, 2021, as ‘‘Vietnam
Veterans Day’’;

(2) honors and recognizes the contributions
of the veterans of the Armed Forces of the
United States who served in Vietnam during
war and during peace;

(3) encourages States and local govern-
ments to designate March 29, 2021, as ‘‘Viet-
nam Veterans Day’’; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Vietnam Veterans Day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities
that—

(A) provide the appreciation that veterans
of the Vietnam War deserve;

(B) demonstrate the resolve that the peo-
ple of the United States shall never forget
the sacrifices and service of a generation of
veterans who served in the Vietnam War;

(C) promote awareness of the faithful serv-
ice and contributions of the veterans of the
Vietnam War—

(i) during service in the Armed Forces of
the United States; and

(ii) to the communities of the veterans
since returning home;

(D) promote awareness of the importance
of entire communities empowering veterans
and the families of veterans in helping the
veterans readjust to civilian life after serv-
ice in the Armed Forces; and

(E) promote opportunities for veterans of
the Vietham War—

(i) to assist younger veterans returning
from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan in re-
habilitation from wounds, both seen and un-
seen; and

(ii) to support the reintegration of younger
veterans into civilian life.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 112—TO PRO-
VIDE FOR THE PRINTING OF THE
SENATE MANUAL FOR THE ONE
HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CON-
GRESS

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and Mr.
BLUNT) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 112

Resolved, That a revised edition of the Sen-
ate Manual for the One Hundred Seventeenth
Congress be prepared by the Committee on
Rules and Administration and printed as a
Senate document, and that fifteen hundred
additional copies shall be printed and bound
for the use of the Senate, bound and deliv-
ered as may be directed by the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 113—AU-
THORIZING THE PRINTING OF A
COLLECTION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEES OF THE SEN-
ATE

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and Mr.
BLUNT) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 113

Resolved, That a collection of the rules of
the committees of the Senate, together with
related materials, be printed as a Senate
document, and that there be printed 250 addi-
tional copies of such document for the use of
the Committee on Rules and Administration.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 114—COM-
MENDING THE UNITED STATES
AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT FOUN-
DATION ON THE OCCASION OF
ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY FOR
CREATING PATHWAYS TO PROS-
PERITY FOR UNDERSERVED
COMMUNITIES ON THE AFRICAN
CONTINENT THROUGH COMMU-
NITY-LED DEVELOPMENT

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 114

Whereas December 16, 2020, marked the
40th anniversary of the establishment of the
United States African Development Founda-
tion (referred to in this preamble as the
“USADF”);

Whereas, on December 16, 1980, the Presi-
dent signed the African Development Foun-
dation Act (22 U.S.C. 290h et seq.) into law,
which established the USADF as an inde-
pendent Federal agency with the goal to—

(1) strengthen the bonds of friendship and
understanding between the people of the
countries of Africa and the United States;

(2) support local capacity building to cre-
ate community development opportunities
and expand the participation of the countries
of Africa in their development process; and

(3) foster the establishment and growth of
indigenous development institutions that are
equipped to respond to local needs;

Whereas, for 40 years, the USADF has in-
vested in a pan-African network of local im-
plementing partners that employ a commu-
nity-led development approach to support
African-designed and African-delivered solu-
tions;

Whereas the USADF has provided more
than 3,400 grassroots and community enter-
prise grants in more than 40 sub-Saharan Af-
rican countries;

Whereas the USADF strengthens food secu-
rity, empowers smallholder farmers, and cre-
ates economic growth in rural, hard-to-reach
communities by investing primarily in agri-
cultural enterprises to increase access to
larger markets for those rural communities
and enhance the business management
skills, production, distribution, and mar-
keting capabilities of those rural commu-
nities;

Whereas the USADF has maintained a
strong emphasis on women and women entre-
preneurs, and women represent up to 65 per-
cent of the direct beneficiaries of grants
from the USADF;

Whereas, on February 20, 2020, the USADF
partnered with the Academy for Entre-
preneurs of the Department of State under
the Women’s Global Development and Pros-
perity Initiative to provide seed funding to
graduates of the Academy for Entrepreneurs
to advance the global economic empower-
ment of women;

Whereas the USADF prioritizes partner-
ships with youth and supports nearly 300 so-
cial enterprises of Young African Leaders
Initiative fellows and alumni of that initia-
tive in 37 sub-Saharan African countries by
providing seed capital, technical assistance,
and skills training to help young entre-
preneurs create businesses that generate new
jobs and incomes for thousands of young Af-
ricans;

Whereas the work of the USADF in the off-
grid energy sector, which is authorized under
the Electrify Africa Act of 2015 (22 U.S.C.
2293 note), has helped bring renewable energy
solutions to communities with limited or no
connections to national power grids and im-
prove energy access for nearly 370,000 indi-
viduals in 15 sub-Saharan African countries;
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Whereas the USADF’s model of using 100
percent African staff and implementing part-
ners on the African continent gives the
USADF the ability to work in fragile and
conflict-affected areas in the Great Lakes,
Horn, and Sahel regions of Africa;

Whereas the small size of the USADF and
the use of local implementing partners by
the USADF has allowed the USADF to be
ranked as one of the most efficient providers
of foreign aid by the Center for Global Devel-
opment;

Whereas the partnerships of the USADF
with agencies of the Federal Government, in-
cluding the Department of State, the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation, and the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, along with the alignment of the
USADF with the priorities of Congress, have
allowed the USADF to extend the reach of
critical development initiatives of the
United States, such as initiatives authorized
by the Global Food Security Act of 2016 (22
U.S.C. 9301 et seq.), the Electrify Africa Act
of 2015 (22 U.S.C. 2293 note), and the African
Growth and Opportunity Act and Millennium
Challenge Act Modernization Act (Public
Law 115-167; 132 Stat. 1276);

Whereas the partnerships between the
USADF and private sector corporations and
foundations, as well as African national and
sub-national governments, have allowed the
USADF to extend its reach and development
impact in addressing food insecurity, insuffi-
cient access to energy, and unemployment
through youth and women entrepreneurship
and job skills training and placement in Af-
rica, while leveraging funding to help the
dollars of taxpayers in the United States go
further; and

Whereas investments made by the USADF
have developed and strengthened an exten-
sive network of grassroots enterprises and
social enterprises that are positively dis-
posed to the United States and are better po-
sitioned to partner with other Federal agen-
cies and public and private funders: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the United States African
Development Foundation on the occasion of
its 40th anniversary for creating pathways to
prosperity for underserved communities on
the African continent through community-
led development;

(2) recognizes that, by supporting African-
led development that grows community en-
terprises, the United States African Develop-
ment Foundation empowers individuals who
are least served by existing markets or as-
sistance programs to become a part of the
growth story of Africa;

(3) recognizes that the United States Afri-
can Development Foundation advances the
foreign policy of the Federal Government
and contributes directly to the national in-
terests of the United States; and

(4) commits to continue to support the
vital work of the United States African De-
velopment Foundation as an independent
agency.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
have a request for one committee to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. It has the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of
the Senate:

S1529

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Monday, March
15, 2021, at 6 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

——
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 110, S. Res. 111, S. Res.
112, and S. Res. 113.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding en bloc?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to;
that the preambles, where applicable,
be agreed to; and that the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions (S. Res. 110 and S.
Res. 111) were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under “Submitted Resolutions.”’)

The resolutions (S. Res. 112 and S.
Res. 113) were agreed to.

(The resolutions are printed in to-
day’s RECORD under ‘“‘Submitted Reso-
lutions.””)

—————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 16,
2021

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Tuesday, March 16;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and morning business be closed; that
upon conclusion of morning business,
the Senate proceed to executive session
and resume consideration of the nomi-
nation of Isabella Guzman to be Ad-
ministrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration; further, that the cloture
motion with respect to the Guzman
nomination ripen at 12 noon; finally,
that the Senate recess following the
cloture vote until 2:15 p.m. to allow for
the weekly caucus meetings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. For information of
the Senators, we expect three rollcall
votes during Tuesday’s session of the
Senate in relation to the Guzman and
Tai nominations.

————
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-

fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
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